CONSERVE
EDUCATE
ENJOY

Dear Teacher,
Thank you for choosing Shepreth Wildlife Park for your educational visit. This year,
we are excited to welcome you to our new Education and Discovery Centre and look
forward to introducing students to the wonders of the natural world.
We are passionate about providing an out of the classroom learning experience for
students of all ages and it is our aim to combine the study of the natural sciences with
an empathy and understanding of biodiversity and in turn, to inspire our future
zoologists, educators, politicians and scientists.
Please contact Sally Willers with any queries, or to make a booking.
Email: admin@sheprethwildlifepark.co.uk
Telephone: 01763 262226
Best wishes,
The Education Team
Awarded Quality Badge for Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC)
BIAZA 2010 Award for Best Education Project: Schools and Educational Institutions
BIAZA 2015 Award for Education / Discovery Centre and Ringo’s
Conservation & Education Initiative
Nominated to final shortlist for LOtC ‘Inspiring Educator’ Awards 2016

Ratios of adults
to children
Please make sure all accompanying
adults have read and understand the
Health and Safety Advice and Risk
Assessments before your visit.

Would you like an
education session?
If you decide to have one of our free
30-minute education sessions, please
confirm your requirements on the
booking form.

A ratio of 1 adult to every 6 children must
be adhered to for children in Yrs 1 - 11,
and 1 adult to every 4 children for EYFS
and Reception children. These ratios are
essential to maintain adequate
supervision throughout your visit, and
there is no charge for these adults.

Booking
your visit
Please email
admin@sheprethwildlifepark.co.uk
to arrange your visit

Come on a
preliminary visit
Two teachers are entitled to a free
preliminary visit to prepare for your trip
and carry out a risk assessment. Please
call or email to book.

On the day of
your group visit
We request a member of the party make
their way into our main entrance shop to
let our staff know you have arrived and
to verify numbers. We will then arrange
for a Health and Safety talk.
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Student

Free Adult Ratio

Additional Adult

£8 including VAT

EYFS and Reception
1:4

Years 1-11
1:6

Years 12+
1:10

SEN
1:2

£9 including VAT

The price includes a complimentary 30 minute education session.
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Check cuts and grazes
are covered with a
waterproof dressing.

Wear suitable footwear,
i.e., boots, not sandals,
and clothing that can
easily be washed after
your visit.

Those in charge of children should
supervise and ensure correct
hand-washing procedure:
Wet hands
Rub plenty of soap all over hands
and especially under nails
Rinse with plenty of running water
Hand-washing facilities are shown on
the Wildlife Park map.

On arrival, please let our admission
team know you have arrived before
children disembark the coach. Our
education officer will give your group a
brief health and safety talk on board
before you begin your visit.

Hands must be washed
after touching animals,
before eating or drinking
and before leaving the
Wildlife Park.

Eat only in designated areas
Do not eat food fallen to the ground
Do not suck fingers, thumbs, pens, etc.

If a member of your group shows any signs
of illness (e.g. sickness or diarrhoea) after
a visit, advise them to visit a doctor and
explain they have been in recent contact
with animals.

Clean boots after your visit and don’t forget
to wash hands after handling dirty boots.

Failure to comply with these rules may result in you being asked to leave the premises without a refund.
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Education sessions are held in a large
well ventilated room. Hand washing
facilities are available in this building
and groups are encouraged to use
them on entry and exit.

Covid restrictions may be introduced
if necessary. Please use the QR code
below to access the most up to date
information on our website.

Hand washing and hand sanitisation
points are located around the wildlife
park and visitors are encouraged to
use these when they see them.
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All animals naturally carry a range of microorganisms, some of which can be transmitted to humans and
cause ill health. Some infections which may be contracted at animal collections can present a serious
hazard, but the risks are readily controlled by paying attention to basic hygiene measures.

While every effort is made to ensure Shepreth Wildlife Park is a safe environment for your visit,
we remind you that children must be kept under strict supervision at all times and remain your
responsibility.
Do not pick up tools or animals unless specifically permitted by a member of Wildlife Park staff.
Do not climb walls or fences or go into any area not specifically designated as open to the public.
Always approach animals quietly and gently. Do not chase or tease any animals. Do not throw
stones or any other objects at any animal.
Do not feed the animals.
No running is allowed on or around the Wildlife Park.
No balls or ball games are permitted on the Wildlife Park.
School groups are not permitted to use the play equipment inside Ringo's Play Zone.
Please be respectful of other visitors to the wildlife park during your visit.
Please pick up and dispose of all your litter in the bins provided.
No smoking is permitted around the grounds.
Please read all signs on the Wildlife Park. They are for your safety as well as the animals’.
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PROTOCOL AND GUIDELINES FOR STANDARD EDUCATION SESSIONS
Pre-School, Reception, Key Stages 1-4

Staff
Size of Class
Staff
Location
Health and Safety
Animal Care

At least 1 Education Officer
10 students minimum, 60 students maximum
Education and Discovery Centre
Guidance and safety information is given on arrival using a
microphone to each visiting group by an Education Officer
Staff and volunteers are trained in the safe handling of each
species shown during talks, with animal welfare and health and
safety requirements being a priority. A rotation-based handling
format ensures individual animals are not over-stressed.
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1

HOW DO WE FEEL?
Investigating our senses
Look at how animals use their senses

2

WHO LIVES IN THE LOG PILE?
Identify different creatures
Consider how animals can be grouped according to similarities and differences
Make predictions about where different animals might be found

8

3

THE AMAZING WORLD OF ‘MINI-BEASTS’
Explore animal habitats
Highlight the important role of invertebrates in the natural world
Introduce animal classification

4

HABITATS AND ADAPTATIONS
Consider how animals can be grouped according to similarities and differences
Make predictions about where different animals might be found

5

NOCTURNAL ANIMALS
Explore the differences between nocturnal, diurnal and crepuscular senses and adaptations

9

6

THE RAINFOREST
Explore the human impact on ecosystems
Develop an awareness of conservation issues

7

HABITAT, ADAPTATION AND VARIATION
Identify the features of different habitats
Make predictions about the types of animals found in different habitats
Understand how animals are grouped by observable features

8

LIFE CYCLES
Understand the importance of reproduction in the survival of species
Explore the process and stages of each life cycle

9

FOOD CHAINS
Identify food chains and webs within specific habitats
Explore a basic food chain
Introduce the predator/prey relationship

10

ROLE OF THE MODERN ZOO
Understand the role of conservation within zoos
Discuss bio-diversity and inter-reliance of species
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Please scan this QR code to view the map of the park.

If you would like to purchase gift bags or ice lollies, we can provide these for you
to collect on the day of your visit.

Mini Milk ice creams

Mr Freeze ice pops

70p each

50p each

Gift Bags
Including a pencil, rubber, small animal toy and a postcard*
£3 each

*Items may be substituted with similar items of the same value if unavailable.
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Booking
Bookings must be made in advance by emailing admin@sheprethwildlifepark.co.uk or calling
01763 262226.
Your booking will not be confirmed until you have returned a completed booking form to
admin@sheprethwildlifepark.co.uk or via post to Sally Willers, Shepreth Wildlife Park, Station Road, Shepreth,
SG8 6PZ
To qualify for an educational visit, bookings will only be taken for term-time visits.
Educational bookings are suitable for school groups of between ten and three hundred children.

Payment
You will be asked to confirm exact numbers on the day of your visit and an invoice will then be sent to your
finance officer for payment, due within seven days of your trip.
You will be charged for a minimum of ten children, even if your group numbers fall below this on the day.

Cancellations
If cancelled at least one week in advance, no charge will be made.
If cancelled with less than one weeks notice, a charge of £1 per student will be made (reduced to 50p per
student if the visit is rescheduled within six months of original booking).
On the day cancellations will be subject to a charge of £4 per student (reduced to £2 per student if the visit is
rescheduled within six months of original booking).

Your Visit
On arrival, you will be given a health and safety briefing outlining important information for your group. It is
important that all adults and students pay attention during this briefing.
All adult helpers must be aware of the health and safety information and rules and regulations set out in this
education pack in advance of your visit. It is the responsibility of the visit organiser to share this information
with all adult helpers.
School groups are not permitted to use the play equipment in Ringo's Play Zone.
Children must be supervised at all times. Free admission is given to supervising adults to meet our required
ratio (please see page 3).
Any group not adhering to the Code of Safe Behaviour will be asked to leave immediately without refund.
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EDUCATION BOOKING FORM
Date of visit
School
Name
Address
Teacher’s e-mail
Finance e-mail
Topic of choice
EYFS

R

KS1

KS2
Number of adults

Number of students
Please refer to the session guide for details

We can only offer multiple sessions if different years are attending on the same day, otherwise your class will all attend the same session.

Arrival arrangements
Are you travelling by

train

coach

car

Arrival time

All supervising adults must be aware of the health and safety advice and risk assessments in place.

Would you like to purchase ice creams?

Mini Milks qty.

Would you like to purchase gift bags?

Qty.

Ice Pops qty.

I have read the information contained within this pack and will ensure the health and safety advice provided is
adhered to.
I have read and agree to the terms and conditions.
Signed

Office use

Date confirmed with Education team
Office invoice number

Session time confirmed

